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‘Bring in People, not Fish!’ 
 

‘As Jesus stood beside Lake Galilee, a crowd of people pushed to get closer to him and 
to hear the teachings of God. Jesus saw two boats at the shore of the lake. The 
fishermen were washing their nets. Jesus got into the boat that belonged to Simon. He 
asked Simon to push off a little from the shore. Then he sat down in the boat and taught 
the people on the shore. 
 

When Jesus finished speaking, he said to Simon, “Take the boat into the deep water. If 
all of you will put your nets into the water, you will catch some fish.” 
 

Simon answered, “Master, we worked hard all night trying to catch fish and caught 
nothing. But you say I should put the nets into the water, so I will.” The fishermen put 
their nets into the water. Their nets were filled with so 
many fish that they began to break. They called to their 
friends in the other boat to come and help them. The 
friends came, and both boats were filled so full of fish that 
they were almost sinking. 
 

The fishermen were all amazed at the many fish they 
caught. When Simon Peter saw this, he bowed down 
before Jesus and said, “Go away from me, Lord. I am a 
sinful man!” James and John, the sons of Zebedee, were amazed 
too. (James and John worked together with Simon.) 
 

Jesus said to Simon, “Don’t be afraid. From now on your work will be to bring in people, 
not fish!” 
 

The men brought their boats to the shore. They left everything and followed Jesus.’ 
 

Luke 5:1-11 
Easy to Read Version 

……………………………….. 
 
This is a photograph of my wife’s lunch when we 
stopped for a meal at a fish restaurant by the side 
of the Sea of Galilee in Israel. The fish is locally 
called ‘St Peter’s Fish’. 
 
 
 

……………………………………………….. 
 

What do sea monsters eat? Fish and ships! 
 

Photo credit: Free Bible Images 



 

 

Word Search: FISHERS OF PEOPLE 
(Luke 5:1-11; 6:12-16) 

 

F V A R E Y A R P N E T S O S 

I J C A T C H F I H N H N M S 

S O V F B T P H I L I P M B A 

H H K Q Q W E D U B I T L U M 

E N R E T E P N O M I S H H L 

R V R N L L B I J T A U G H T 

M Q W O J V E U O B O A T S Y 

E B Y M V E D W E R D N A N J 

N T O I R A C S I S A D U J H 

R I B S S S E L T S O P A B W 

R P S E L P I C S I D P B V Z 

E J A M E S A M Q U S E M A J 

B A R T H O L O M E W M E N A 

V O G K B S A M O H T U Y I P 

U R P G W E H T T A M Y A U B 
 

ANDREW   FISHERMEN   MATTHEW   SIMON PETER 
APOSTLES  FISH   MEN   SIMON 
BARTHOLOMEW JAMES   MULTITUDE  TAUGHT 
BOATS   JAMES   NETS   THOMAS 
CATCH   JUDAS ISCARIOT PHILIP   TWELVE 
DISCIPLES   JUDAS    PRAYER 

……………………………………….. 
 

‘Many Fish’ 
 

‘Jesus appeared again to the disciples, this time at the Tiberias Sea (the Sea of Galilee). 
This is how he did it: Simon Peter, Thomas (nicknamed “Twin”), Nathanael from Cana 
in Galilee, the brothers Zebedee, and two other disciples were together. Simon Peter 
announced, “I’m going fishing.”  
 

The rest of them replied, “We’re going with you.” They went out and got in the boat. They 
caught nothing that night. When the sun came up, Jesus was 
standing on the beach, but they didn’t recognize him. 
 

Jesus spoke to them: “Good morning! Did you catch anything for 
breakfast?” They answered, “No.” He said, “Throw the net off the 
right side of the boat and see what happens.” They did what he 
said. All of a sudden there were so many fish in it, they weren’t 
strong enough to pull it in’! 

John 21:1-6 
The Message 

 

Photo credit: Free Bible Images 

https://media.freebibleimages.org/stories/FB_LUMO_Fishers_Men/overview-images/003-lumo-fishers-men.jpg?1549459207


 

Ancient Sea of Galilee Fishing Boat Found 
 

This is a photograph of the remains of a fishing boat found 
in 1986 in some mud in the Sea of Galilee. Because the 
wood was extremely fragile after it had been extracted 
from the mud it was soaked in a wax bath for over 11 years 
(to replace the water in the wood cells). It is now displayed 
in a Galilee museum. Twelve different woods have been 
identified in the hull indicating it was repaired many times 
and had a long working life over many decades. The boat has been radiocarbon dated 
to 40 BC (plus or minus 80 years) and to 50 BC – 50 AD based on pottery, nails, etc 
found in the boat. This means it probably was being used at about the time of Jesus. 
 

……………………………………………….. 
 

 

A True Story about a Fish 
 

Jesus said to Peter: ‘We don’t want to make these tax 
collectors angry. So go to the lake and fish. After you catch 
the first fish, open its mouth. Inside its mouth you will find a 
coin. Take that coin and give it to the tax collectors. That will 
pay the tax for you and me.’ 
 

Matthew 17:27 
International Children’s Bible 

 

 
Another True Story about two Fish 

 

‘Jesus looked up and saw a large crowd coming toward him. 
He said to Philip, “Where can we buy bread for all these people 
to eat?” (Jesus asked Philip this question to test him. Jesus 
already knew what he planned to do.) Philip answered, 
“Someone would have to work almost a year to buy enough 
bread for each person here to have only a little piece.” 
 
Another follower there was Andrew. He was Simon Peter’s 
brother. Andrew said, “Here is a boy with five loaves of barley 
bread and two little fish. But that is not enough for so many 
people.” 
 
Jesus said, “Tell the people to sit down.” This was a very grassy place. There were about 
5,000 men who sat down there. Then Jesus took the loaves of bread. He thanked God 
for the bread and gave it to the people who were sitting there. He did the same with the 
fish. He gave them as much as they wanted. They all had enough to eat. When they had 
finished, Jesus said to his followers, “Gather the pieces of fish and bread that were not 
eaten. Don’t waste anything.” So they gathered up the pieces that were left. They filled 
12 large baskets with the pieces that were left of the five barley loaves. 

John 5:5-13 
International Children’s Bible 

 

Photo credit: Av32ophile 



 

……………………………………… 
 

Consider How Amazing Kingfishers Are 
 

On the left is a picture of a White-throated Kingfisher. 
They can be seen around the Sea of Galilee, but not in 
England. It can be seen well away from water as it has 
a wide range of prey. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

On the right is a picture of a Common Kingfisher. We can 
see these occasionally in the UK. They are also seen 
around the Sea of Galilee. It needs to eat about 60% of its 
body weight each day! 

…………………………………… 
 

Did You Know 
 

The Sea of Galilee is nearly 700 feet below sea level! It is 
nearly 8 miles wide and nearly 13 miles long. It has 18 
species of indigenous fish. (‘Indigenous’ means belonging 
naturally to a place). 
 
In the UK salmon have been caught weighing over 70 
pounds and trout over 30 pounds! Some other fish in the UK 
you may see in rivers are: perch, dace, pike, chub, carp, 
roach, tench, sticklebacks and 
minnows. 
 
In 2013 Adventure Camp 

children helped to make a balloon model of the very large 
fish Jonah was in for three days and nights (see picture on 
the right). (Children could go inside, but it smelt a bit ‘fishy’ 
and ‘smelly’ because inside were several fish bought in a 
local shop several days earlier!) Jonah sailed in a ship from 
a port called Joppa which my wife and I have visited. 
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See if you can memorize some, or all, of these words: 
 

‘Then Jesus said to Simon, “Don’t be afraid; from now on you will fish for people.” 
So they pulled their boats up on shore, left everything and followed him.’ 

Luke 5:10-11 
New International Version 

 
 



 

FISHERS OF PEOPLE 
Crossword (Luke 5:1-11; 6:12-16) 

 

6 DOWN "And He said to them, '_____ Me, and I will make you 
fishers of men.' " MATTHEW 4:19 
7 DOWN "Now so it was, as the _____ pressed about Him to hear 
the word of God, that He stood by the Lake of Gennesaret." LUKE 
5:1 
6 ACROSS "...and saw two boats standing by the lake; but the 
_____ had gone from them and were washing their nets." LUKE 5:2 
10 ACROSS "Then He got into one of the _____, which was 
Simon's, and asked him to put out a little from the land..." LUKE 5:3 
2 DOWN "...And He sat down and _____ the multitudes from the 
boat." LUKE 5:3 

1 ACROSS "Now when He had stopped speaking, He said to Simon, 'Launch out into the deep and let down your _____ 
for a catch.' " LUKE 5:4 
8 DOWN "But Simon answered and said to Him, 'Master, we have toiled all night and caught _____ nevertheless at Your 
word I will let down the net.' " LUKE 5:5 
3 ACROSS "And when they had done this, they _____ a great number of fish, and their net was still breaking." LUKE 
5:6 
11 DOWN "So they signalled to their partners in the other boat to come and help them. And they came and filled both 
the boats, so that they began to _____." LUKE 5:7 
4 DOWN "Simon Peter saw it, he fell down at Jesus' knees, saying, 'Depart from me, for I am a _____ man, O Lord!' " 
LUKE 5:8 
12 ACROSS "...And Jesus said to Simon, 'Do not be afraid. From now on you will catch _____.' " LUKE 5:10 
5 DOWN "Now it came to pass in those days that He went out to the mountain to _____, and continued all night in prayer 
to God." LUKE 6:12 
9 ACROSS "And when it was day, He called His disciples to Him; and from them He chose twelve whom He also named 
_____." LUKE 6:13 

(New Kings James Version) 

………………………………………… 

 
Apart from the cross, the fish symbol is probably the most recognisable symbol of 
Christianity. It is based on a Greek acronym for the phrase: Jesus Christ, God’s Son, 
[Our] Saviour. In Greek, the phrase is: Ίησοῦς Χριστός, Θεοῦ 
Υἱός, Σωτήρ. When we take the first letter from each 
word in that phrase, we have ΙΧΘΥΣ, which happens 
to be the Greek word for ‘fish’ (ixthus or icthus – the 
spelling can vary in English). 

 

• Iota (i) is the first letter of Iēsous (Ἰησοῦς), Greek for "Jesus". 

• Chi (ch) is the first letter of Christos (Χριστός), Greek for "anointed" (of the Lord). 

• Theta (th) is the first letter of Theou (Θεοῦ), Greek for "God's", the genitive case 
of Θεóς, Theos, Greek for "God". 

• Upsilon (y) is the first letter of (h)yios (Yἱός), Greek for "Son". 

• Sigma (s) is the first letter of sōtēr (Σωτήρ), Greek for "Saviour". 
 
 

…………………… (Pictures not credited are Public Domain.) ……..…………… 
 

Any questions, etc, please contact the GCI Watford Church Council 
or Geoff Sole, 01707 880782 or geoff@geoffsole.co.uk. 
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