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Shepherds and Sheep 
 

Sheep are the First Animals Mentioned in the Bible 
 

‘Now Abel was a keeper of sheep, but Cain was a tiller of the ground. And in 
the course of time Cain brought to the Lord an offering of the fruit of the ground. 
And Abel brought of the firstborn of his flock and of the fat portions. And the 
Lord had respect and regard for Abel and for his offering.’ 

Genesis 4:2-4, Amplified, Classic 
 

‘It was because of his faith that Abel made a better sacrifice to God than Cain, 
and he had evidence that God looked upon him as a righteous man, whose 
gifts he could accept. And though Cain killed him, yet by his faith he still speaks 
to us today.’                                                                            Hebrews 11:4, Phillips 

…………………………………………………………………… 
 

‘Look, the Lamb of God!’ 
 

‘The next day John saw Jesus coming toward him. John said, “Look, the Lamb of 
God. He takes away the sins of the world! This is the One I was talking about. I said, 
‘A man will come after me, but he is greater than I am, because he was living before 
me.’ Even I did not know who he was. But I came baptizing with water so that the 

people of Israel could know who he is.” Then John said, “I did not know who the Christ was. But God sent me to baptize 
with water. And God told me, ‘You will see the Spirit come down and rest on a man. That man is the One who will baptize 
with the Holy Spirit.’ ” John said, “I saw the Spirit come down from heaven. The Spirit looked like a dove and rested on 
him. I have seen this happen. So I tell people: ‘He is the Son of God.’ ” The next day John was there again with two of 
his followers. He saw Jesus walking by and said, “Look, the Lamb of God!” ’                  John 1:29-36, International Children’s Bible 
 

…………………………………………………………………… 
 
 

The Seven ‘I Am’ Statements Mentioned in John 
 

‘I am the bread that gives life. He who comes to me will never be hungry. He who believes in me will never be thirsty.’ 
‘I am the light of the world. The person who follows me will never live in darkness. He will have the light that gives life.’ 
‘I am the door. The person who enters through me will be saved. He will be able to come in and go out and find pasture.’ 
‘I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd gives his life for the sheep.’ 
‘I am the resurrection and the life. He who believes in me will have life even if he dies.’ 
‘I am the way. And I am the truth and the life. The only way to the Father is through me.’ 
‘I am the vine, and you are the branches. If a person remains in me and I remain in him, then he produces much fruit.’ 
 

John 6:35; 8:12; 10:9; 10:11; 11:25; 14:6; 15:5, International Children’s Bible 
…………………………………………………………………… 

 
 

                                            Lost Sheep Found 
 

‘Jesus told them this parable: “Suppose one of you has a hundred sheep and loses one of 
them. Doesn’t he leave the ninety-nine in the open country and go after the lost sheep until he 
finds it? And when he finds it, he joyfully puts it on his shoulders and goes home. Then he calls 
his friends and neighbours together and says, ‘Rejoice with me; I have found my lost sheep.’ I 
tell you that in the same way there will be more rejoicing in heaven over one sinner who repents 
than over ninety-nine righteous persons who do not need to repent.” ’              Luke 15:3-7, NIV 



‘I Am The Good Shepherd’ 
 

‘Jesus said, “I tell you the truth. The man who does not enter the sheepfold by the door, but 
climbs in some other way, is a thief and a robber. The one who enters by the door is the 
shepherd of the sheep. The man who guards the door opens it for him. And the sheep listen to 
the voice of the shepherd. He calls his own sheep, using their names, and he leads them out. 
He brings all of his sheep out. Then he goes ahead of them and leads them. They follow him 
because they know his voice. But they will never follow a stranger. They will run away from him 
because they don’t know his voice.” Jesus told the people this story, but they did not understand 
what it meant. So Jesus said again, “I tell you the truth. I am the door for the sheep. All the 
people who came before me were thieves and robbers. The sheep did not listen to them. I am the door. The person who 

enters through me will be saved. He will be able to come in and go out and find pasture. 
A thief comes to steal and kill and destroy. But I came to give life — life in all its fullness. 
I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd gives his life for the sheep. The worker 
who is paid to keep the sheep is different from the shepherd who owns them. So when 
the worker sees a wolf coming, he runs away and leaves the sheep alone. Then the 
wolf attacks the sheep and scatters them. The man runs away because he is only a 
paid worker. He does not really care for the sheep. I am the good shepherd. I know my 
sheep, and my sheep know me, just as the Father knows me, and I know the Father. I 

give my life for the sheep. I have other sheep that are not in this flock here. I must bring them also. They will listen to my 
voice, and there will be one flock and one shepherd.” ’ 

John 10:1-16, International Children’s Bible 

…………………………………………………………………… 
 

A Sheep Before its Shearers is Silent 
 

‘All we like sheep have gone astray; We have turned, every one, to his own way; And the 
LORD has laid on Him the iniquity of us all. He was oppressed and He was afflicted, Yet He 
opened not His mouth; He was led as a lamb to the slaughter, And as a sheep before its 
shearers is silent, So He opened not His mouth.’ 
Isaiah 53:6-7, NKJV 

…………………………………………………………………… 
 

Did You Know 
 

• Sheep and Shepherds are mentioned about 247 times in the Bible. 

• One pound of wool can be spun into about 20 miles of yarn. 

• Sheep can see behind themselves without moving their heads. 

• There are over one billion sheep worldwide. The UK has about 15 million sheep. 

• Sheep have good memories: they can remember people and over 50 other sheep. 

• Today’s many breeds of domestic sheep originated from wild sheep such as the mouflon (above). 

• Sheep are intelligent and are capable of problem solving. They recognise their own name when called. 

• When sheep are sick, they self-medicate, they know which plants to eat to help them to get better. 

• Sheep develop close bonds with other sheep and have best friends, like dogs they can wag their tails. 

• Black-faced sheep are generally for meat production; white-faced sheep are generally for wool production. 
…………………………………………………………………… 

 

‘Feed My Sheep’ 
 

‘When they had finished eating, Jesus said to Simon Peter, “Simon son of John, do 
you love me more than these?” “Yes, Lord,” he said, “you know that I love you.” Jesus 
said, “Feed my lambs.” Again Jesus said, “Simon son of John, do you love me?” He 
answered, “Yes, Lord, you know that I love you.” Jesus said, “Take care of my sheep.” 
The third time he said to him, “Simon son of John, do you love me?” Peter was hurt 
because Jesus asked him the third time, “Do you love me?” He said, “Lord, you know 
all things; you know that I love you.” Jesus said, “Feed my sheep” ’. John 21:15-17, NIV 



Psalm 23                                     The Lord is My Shepherd 
 

‘The LORD is my shepherd; I shall not want. He makes me to lie down in green pastures; He leads 
me beside the still waters. He restores my soul; He leads me in the paths of righteousness. For His 
name’s sake. Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil; For 
You are with me; Your rod and Your staff, they comfort me. You prepare a table before me in the 
presence of my enemies; You anoint my head with oil; My cup runs over. Surely goodness and 
mercy shall follow me all the days of my life; And I will dwell in the house of the LORD forever.’       NKJV 

                                                                    ………… 
 

The TV is my shepherd 
 

The TV is my shepherd. I shall not want. It makes me to lie down on the sofa. It leads me away 
from the Faith. It destroys my soul. It leads me along the paths of fornication and violence. For 

the advertiser’s sake. Yea, though I walk in the shadow of Christian responsibilities. I will fear to do anything good, 
because the TV is always with me. Its satellite and its remote control, they comfort me. It prepares a commercial for me, 
in the presence of my worldliness. It anoints my head with humanism. My coveting runs over. Surely laziness and 
ignorance, shall follow me all the days of my life. And I shall swell in my house, watching TV for ever. 
                                                                                       ………… 

 

The Lord is My Shepherd (that’s relationship) 
 

The Lord is my Shepherd (that’s relationship). I shall not want (that’s supply). He makes me to lie down in green pastures 
(that’s rest). He leads me beside the still waters (that’s tranquillity). He restores my soul (that’s healing). He leads me 
the paths of righteousness (that’s guidance). For His name’s sake (that’s purpose). Yea, though I walk through the valley 
of the shadow of death (that’s challenge). I will fear no evil (that’s assurance). For You are with me (that’s faithfulness). 
Your rod and your staff they comfort me (that’s protection). You prepare a table before me in the presence of mine 
enemies (that’s amazing). You anoint my head with oil (that’s consecration). My cup runs over (that’s abundance). Surely 
goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life (that’s blessing). And I will dwell in the house of the Lord, 
forever (that’s love). 
                                                                                      ………… 

 

The Lord’s My Shepherd I want for naught 
 

The Lord’s my shepherd, I want for naught. He leads me by quiet waters, in thought. He leads me so my soul’s restored. 
He shows me the righteous way, He’s my Lord. I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, but I fear no evil, as 
God’s in each breath. I’m protected by His staff and rod, for He’s my Saviour and my God. My table is set in the presence 
of my foes. I’m anointed by God, my cup overflows. Goodness and love will follow me wherever I roam, because forever 
I’ll dwell in the Lord’s holy home.  
                                                                  ………… 

 

The King of Love My Shepherd Is (The beginning) 
 

The King of love my Shepherd is, Whose goodness faileth never; 
I nothing lack if I am his, And he is mine for ever. 
 

Where streams of living water flow My ransomed soul he leadeth, 
And where the verdant pastures grow, With food celestial feedeth. 
                                                                 ………… 

 

The Lord’s My Shepherd (Stuart Townend) (The beginning) 
 

The Lord’s my Shepherd, I’ll not want; He makes me lie in pastures green. He leads me by the 
still, still waters, His goodness restores my soul. 
 

And I will trust in You alone, And I will trust in You alone, For Your endless mercy follows me, 
Your goodness will lead me home. 
                                                                                       ………… 

 

The Lord’s My Shepherd (Crimond) (The beginning) 
 

The Lord's my Shepherd, I'll not want; He makes me down to lie, In pastures green; he leadeth 
me, The quiet waters by. 
 

My soul he doth restore again, And me to walk doth make, Within the paths of righteousness, 
E'en for his own name's sake. 



 

 

1. Rachel, who married Jacob, was a shepherdess, Genesis 29:9. 
2. Gideon prayed that a sheep’s fleece would be wet one morning and then dry the next morning, Judges 6:36-40. 
3. In Matthew 25:33, sheep and goats are separated, sheep on the right, goats on the left. 
4. David defended his flock from a lion, 1 Samuel 17:34-36. 
5. Sheep dogs are mentioned in Job 30:1. 
6. Ram’s horns can be used for holding liquids and can also be used as trumpets, 1 Samuel 16:1 and Joshua 6:4-5. 

 

………………………………………………………. 
 

Beware of False Teachers Dressed as Sheep 
 

‘Beware of the false prophets, [teachers] who come to you dressed as sheep 
[appearing gentle and innocent], but inwardly are ravenous wolves. By their 
fruit you will recognize them [that is, by their contrived doctrine and self-focus].’ 

Matthew 7:15-16, Amplified 
 

………………………………………………………. 
 

A Pet Lamb is Stolen and Killed 
 

God ‘sent Nathan the prophet to tell this story to David: A rich man and a poor man 
lived in the same town. The rich man owned a lot of sheep and cattle, but the poor 
man had only one little lamb that he had bought and raised. The lamb became a pet 
for him and his children. He even let it eat from his plate and drink from his cup and 
sleep on his lap. The lamb was like one of his own children. One day someone came 
to visit the rich man, but the rich man didn’t want to kill any of his own sheep or cattle 

and serve it to the visitor. So he stole the poor man’s little lamb and served it instead. David was furious with the rich 
man and said to Nathan, “I swear by the living LORD that the man who did this deserves to die! And because he didn’t 
have any pity on the poor man, he will have to pay four times what the lamb was worth.” Then Nathan told David: “You 
are that rich man!” ’                                                                                                     2 Samuel 12:1-7, Contemporary English Version 

 

………………………………………………………. 
 

Shepherds Generate Amazement 
 

‘There were shepherds living out in the fields nearby, keeping 
watch over their flocks at night. An angel of the Lord appeared 
to them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they 
were terrified. But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid. I 
bring you good news that will cause great joy for all the people. 
Today in the town of David a Saviour has been born to you; he 

is the Messiah, the Lord. This will be a sign to you: You will find a baby wrapped in cloths and lying in a manger.” 
Suddenly a great company of the heavenly host appeared with the angel, praising God and saying, “Glory to God in the 
highest heaven, and on earth peace to those on whom his favour rests.” When the angels had left them and gone into 
heaven, the shepherds said to one another, “Let’s go to Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, which the Lord 
has told us about.” So they hurried off and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby, who was lying in the manger. When 
they had seen him, they spread the word concerning what had been told them about this child, and all who heard it were 
amazed at what the shepherds said to them. But Mary treasured up all these things and pondered them in her heart. 
The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all the things they had heard and seen, which were just as they 
had been told.’                                                                                                                                              Luke 2:8-20, NIV 
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Orphan Lambs Adopted 
 

New Zealand is known for its sheep industry. Its green hills are dotted with millions of sheep. 
During the yearly lambing season many lambs are born. Unfortunately, some lambs die at 
birth and some ewes die giving birth. In an attempt to save the orphaned lambs, the 
shepherds match baby lambs, who have lost their mothers, with ewes who have lost their 
lambs. However, this is not as easy as it sounds, a mother sheep won’t accept a lamb and 
nurse it unless it’s her own. 
 

How then do shepherds get a mother sheep to accept an orphaned lamb as her own? The 
process is as old as shepherding itself. The mother’s own lamb, which has died, is skinned, 

and the skin of the dead lamb is draped over the living lamb and is then placed by the adoptive mother’s side. The ewe 
then smells the skin and accepts the orphaned lamb as her own. 
 

(Based on a story found in Hot Illustrations for Youth Talks by Wayne Rice.) 
 

Lesson: Only through the death and life of the Lamb of God is it possible for each of us to be accepted and adopted to 
enable eternal life, John 1:29, Ephesians 1:5, etc. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

…………………………………………………………………………. 
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…………………………………………………………………………. 
 

Pictures are courtesy of: Cain and Abel; Shepherd leading flock; David hears Nathan’s story: Free Bible Images. Lamb of God in stained glass window: Pixabay, free photo. 
Shepherd looking up: otherfood-devos.com. The Lord’s My Shepherd; Stuart Townend, Thankyou Music, CapitolCMGPublishing.com, songs@integritymusic.com. 
David playing musical instrument: Pinterest, WordPress. Remote control: cliparts101.com. Satellite dish: clker.com. Musical notes: clipartix.com. Wolf in sheep’s clothing, 
atimetoshare, WordPress, Pinterest. Shepherds visit Bethlehem: fulldesktopbackgrounds.com, Pinterest. WordPress. Orphan lamb: Flickr. Sheep in heart shape: Divya 
Khapungm dailymail.co.uk, Pinterest. Sheep dog: Admin Magazine, mom.me. David killing lion: Godtalk.vermount, www.christianfocus.com. Sheep and goat: 
hischarisisenough.wordpress, A Yurutucu, Pinterest. Gideon with wet fleece; Rachel, Shepherdess, Free Bible Images. Three sheep by water: Trisha Butterfly Potter, 
harmonycottage.tumblr.com, Pinterest. Man with sheep on his shoulders: Linda Anderson-Little, soulstorywriter.net, Pinterest. Ram’s horn trumpet: Pinterest, 
WordPress, Flickr. Mouflon: Jorg Hempel, Wickimedia. Sheep being sheared: kindsnacks.com, Pinterest. 
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Any questions, etc, please contact the UK GCI Watford Church Council 
or Geoff Sole, 01707 880782 or geoff@geoffsole.co.uk. 

See if you can memorize some, or all, of these words: 
 

‘I pray that the God of peace will give you every good thing you need so that you can do what he wants. God is the 
One who raised from death our Lord Jesus, the Great Shepherd of the sheep.’    Heb. 13:20-21, International Children’s Bible 
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